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class are not numerous, but they are highly characteristic;
they are always more or less humorous, and have for subject
some beauty and his own feelings regarding her.

In the technicalities of his art Vehbf was well equipped;
he rarely transgresses the formal rules of poetic composition,
and his versification is in general more correct than that of
some who were immeasurably greater poets than himself. It
is impossible not to admire the skill and dexterity with
which he manipulates the most unpromising material, and
fashions it into forms which, if not beautiful, are at least
ingenious. Had he possessed a sufficient measure of the
critical faculty to enable him to choose and discard with
wisdom and good taste, he would, with his great gifts of
industry and skill, have left a more worthy legacy. As it
is, Professor Najf has to pronounce his work to be in all
things save extent inferior to that of his name-giver Sey-
yid Vehbf.

The following ghazels from Sunbul-zade Vehbf s Dfwan will
give a fair idea of his usual manner.

Ghazel. [422]

How distant to the barque of yearning seemed the shore, alack!
This blast from furnace-foes to furnace-fires me bore, alack!

With parched heart hope-thirsty for a drop of heavenly dew
I bode5 as tulip, many a scar my bosom wore, alack!

The ruthless flower-gath'rer plucked the rose and went his way;
A thousand times the mourning bulbul plaine'd sore, alack1

Behind her o'er the waste of passion piessed the lover-throng;
Yon fair gazelle hath falTn a hound in heart before, alack